ISSN: 2350-0905

CTBC's _IBCy

!N?ﬁﬂwg\?}:@gg %ﬁ f
. JOURNAL

Special Issue
on

URNN

MINORITY LITERATURE, CULTURE
AND POLITICS

Volume 5/ Issue 1 ( Special Issue)
January 2018

Website »www.ciuoracollege.edu.in

Emeil: cthorainic33@gmail.com

e



Dhondy’s Bombay Duck

25. | Imperialism and Moral degeneration Rajendra Gaikwad 139-143
of Joseph Courad’s Heart of

Darkness. ™

26. | Reflection of Subaltern perspectives in-

Rajesh Latane 144-148
Arvind Adiga’s ‘The White Tiger’
27. | Cyberfeminisnr in Cyberpunk science I Ramesh Chougule PR
Fiction }
" 28. | The Complex Organization of Social mkur T
Space and the Parsi Culture in
o Rohinton Mistry’s Novel Family
Matters
29. | Peripheral Status of Woman in Shashi Sagar Waghmare TRTE
Deshpande’s Selected Short Stories
30. | Strategies for Creating and Recreating | Sandesh Rathod S
Bengal in Boston
31. | The Tribal Vs the Contemporary: Sangita Ghodake 169-180

Kenya in Ngugi Wa Thiong’o’s
Selected Novels

32. | Diaspora reflected in Amitav Ghosh’s | Sanjay Zagade

181-185

The Glass Palace

33. | Submissive And Non-Submissive mNagre TR
Female Characters in Shobha De’s

. Starry Nights

34. | Theme of Vengeance and mB 192-199
Reconciliation in JM Coetzee’s
Disgrace

35. | Confrontation against Marginalization | Shantlal Ghegade 200-203
in the novels of Manju Kapur

16 | African-American Women Short Story Shashank Mane 204209
Wrilers: a Case of ‘Minority” in
Miunority Literature

PRINCIPAL

Savitribai College of Arts




CIBC VIR Volume 8 Tssue 1 (Speaial lssue) 7 Jannary, 2018 ISSN:2350-0905

CONFRONTATION AGAINST MARGINALIZATION IN THE NOVELS OF
MANJU KAPUR

sShantilal Indrabhan Ghegade

Head, Ih parlment of I ngrhishy

Noviurhar Arte ¢ ollege, Pimpalgaon Misa Tal Sheponda, [t Ahemadnagar, Maharashtra
{hvrract
wiar Didien Frelish weiting has eamed a worldwide reputation in the international
domain Indian witers m English are recowmzed all over the world for their realistic

ariistic proseatation of social milien. Partic wlarly. Indian  English women

sy e obtamed popularity for their novelty in artistic projection of issues

ared 1o the condition of women in Indian socio-cultural milien. Their ¢fforts are the

of selt-actualization in the form of fiction. Manju Kapnr is one of them acts on

ho same lme to depict situation of women in the age of globalization in her Difficult

Darechicrs (1998). A Married Woman (2002), Home (2006), The Immigrant (2008)

V-\‘uu“": (2011).  Her novels deal with the perspectives of projection of

marginalization of weaker sections of socicty.

Keywords: Subaltern, Marginalization, confrontation, Gender discrimination, etc.

Most of Manju Kapur's novels deal with the theme of marginalization, revolt and
protest in Indian socio-cultural situations and their psychological aspects. Kapu
challenges Indian socio-cultural interaction that acts on maintaining dominant and
subordinate sections in Indian society. The novels project this pattern ol
marginalization in the structures of class, caste, gender and culture. Most of the novcl:
portray cultural pattern and gender interaction that leads to show the pathetic situation
of women in Indian social pattern. Women in Indian society are marginahzad

culturally. socially and psychologically from different perspectives.

Some of Kapur's novels deal with the interaction of the western culture and the
eastern and its connotations from subaltem point of view. The western cultuie 1
believed 1o be greater to the eastern culture. The Asian culture is marked as barban
and backward by the western people. In Manju Kapur's novels, this interhace 1
projected as a resource of marginalization to bag out this inclination cven e th
postcolonial era. The novelist shows the peculiarity between two cultures i sonwe ol
the novels 1o reveal the double standards of the western people even in the ape ol paoal
modermn period. Class becomes one ol the major sources of marginalization m fndian
social structure, Manju Kapur's novels show class discrimination in Indian wocin

cultural life and its viys
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look down the weaker sections of society. Her novels project the difference in terms
of clothing, cating habits, location and customs among the various classes of Indian
socicty. Lower classes arc treated substandard in social life, so separation is
maintained in various customs and conventions. Manju Kapur also reveals middle
class mentality of Indian socicty in some of the novels 1o point of a source of

subaltern and marginal condition of various classcs.

[n Indian social structure caste plays a crucial role in bringing marginalizes position
ol various scctions ol society. It is imposed by birth so financial situation does not
alfeet the pattern of superiority and inferiority. Even economically sound section of
society is considered subaltern and marginal in Indian social structure. Caste as a
source ol marginalization becomes obstacle in arranging marriages, celebrating
‘ different conventions and customs and leading the life of equality. Caste subverts
essence of equality, fraternity and justices. Manju Kapur's selected novels projects the

evil of caste from different perspectives.

Gender is another major source of marginalization in social life. Manju Kapur's
novels deal with the issue of gender in Indian context and its different effects on
social life. Her novels describe different issues of marginalization from gender point
of view. All the novels show the journey of female protagonist from either traditional
system to the modern system or traditional mind set te again traditional one. Most of

the subaltern issues related to women are projected in Manju Kapur’s novels.

In her first novel Difficult Daughters, Virmati represents a new emerging woman who
attempts to go beyond the cultural conventions and customs to give a new dimension
. to education and prefers to marry with a married man. She did not chain herself in
conventional ways by accepting the marriage proposal with the approval of her family
on the other hand she gave preference to her choice. She does not hesitate to engage
herself in physical relationship with man before her marriage. An educated modern
woman, she enjoys the way of free and vital life rather than only being a traditional
woman. Her struggle becomes more important against the background of gender

marginalization.

In her second novel 4 Married Woman, Manju Kapur proves completely modern in

portraying one of the controversial issues of the modern time. The relationship

between Astha and Peeplg=has.described in order to show the subsistlcncmf new
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alternative in man-woman relationship. Both of them 1y to {ind fulfillment,

enjoviment, comfort, happiness and achievement in different way. They are nol

hesitant to share therr bodily impulses by involving in sexual contentment. Both Astha
and Peeplika prove that their bodies are not commuoditics in male dominated society.
Their relation with each other shows their imdependent status and scparate concepl of

wdenuty.

In /fome, Nisha develops her relationship with various men. Her mother, Sona wants
to make her daughter educated but she could not envisage her daughter’s interest in
love aflair which disobeys the family convention. Education plays significant role in
molding the thoughts of Nisha. Her life is a struggle in which she faces a lot of
hurdles to prove her own existence. Nisha took bold steps like higher cducation, love
affair with a boy of other caste, service of a teacher and a businesswoman but at the

end she has to surrender by accepling arranged marriage with Avinash.

The Immigrant depicts imperfect relationship between Nina and Ananda because it
does not have any sense of attachment, shared understanding and self respect. Without
having any link between them, they stand on two different poles. Their life in Canada
is based on irritation, anguish, dissatisfaction, doubt, uncertainty and nervousness.
They give new modes to their married life by developing extra-marital relations with

their friends for sexual satisfaction.

In Custody, Kapur depicts many twists in man-woman relationship. Shagun and
Raman the parents of two children separated from each other to accomplish the issuc
of self-identity and self-respect. Shagun proves that only monetary security is nol
enough to enjoy the life. She is in favor of economic freedom, free attitude, liberty
and choice of lifestyle. She falls in love with Ashok and goes beyond the customary

idea of marriage by sacrificing everything to satisfy her own longing.

Thus. Manju Kapur’s protagonists seem 10 be aggressive against male dominated
society to prove that they are not depending on their men for their sexual want,
emotional satisfaction and psychological support. In this struggle they have to endue
a lot of pain that reveal the nature of andocentric society and their subaltern situation
They show their courage, psychological guts, defiant nature, initiating rapture and

think about their own pleasure by building required surroundings around them but
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last they all arc unsuccesstul to create an independent world to come out from their

subaltern position.

Manju Kapur depicts aspirations of women characters in her novels that appeal to a
socto-cultural change for the empowerment of women in Indian society. Her novels
highlight need of social reformation and the challenges and predicaments of women.
In the modern age women do not become ready to be persecuted in the male
subjugated world.  The characters presented in the novel have their own troubles as
new duties, avadlability of equal chance, social limitations and a sense of liberty. All
female protagonists scem sell-reliant with bold nature having daring and wants. They
are well known about how to complete their desires and live life freely with self-

assurance but while doing this they face trials and tribulations.
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